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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

 
The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy   

           Vicar 

          “The Reverend Dr Jacob Belder, Assistant Curate of the Benefice of Selby St Mary in 
the Diocese of York has been appointed to the post of Priest-in-Charge of the 
Benefice of the Pocklington Group of Churches. 
Jake will be licensed by the Bishop of Selby. 
The date is yet to be confirmed.” 
Bishop John 
For release on Sunday 5 July 2020 

 
   with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have  the 
Archbishop’s   Permission to Officiate (PTO) 
Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 
 
Assistant Curate and Deacon 

         Revd Bronnie Broadhurst             307479 
  

Readers   
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318   
Mr David Rumbelow 306056  
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  
Mrs Pam Dean                                303278                    
Mrs Barbara Myerscough             303331 
Mrs Annie Harrison (in training)  01377 288070 
                                                                                             

         Recognised Parish Assistants                                    W = Worship      P= Pastoral                 
         
         Dr Brian James                   01377 288148                  W 

Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 W/P     
Mrs Freda Bailey                01430 873318                  W/P  

         Mrs Lyn Stanton                             302073                  P  
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Pastoral Team: 
Coordinator:   Revd Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean 
 
Parish Visitors:  
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke 
 
Group Safeguarding Representative:  Revd Les Slow 303888 
 
South Wold Deanery Synod Representatives: Revd Bronnie Broadhurst, Heather Young 
and Hilary Slow.                     

       Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council: 

       Hilary Slow, Nigel Laws, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Louis Taylor, Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton, 
Carol Taylor, Karen Hoop, Polly Warcup, Heather Young, Jill Kemmenoe 

 

Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
  
St Margaret, Millington Mr J Burley   
 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr A Henworth                                        740915  
 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr N Laws        304307  
 Mrs H Slow 303888 
 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318



 
 

Changed from glory into glory    by Rodney Nicholson 
There’s a lovely old chorus which runs: 
 
 Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
 look full in his wonderful face; 
 and the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
 in the light of his glory and grace. 
 
The sentiments are good, saying that in prayer we look away from our present pre-
occupations, as we focus on Jesus, or on God himself. However, in the 1960s, the 
great Canon Bryan Green, rector of Birmingham, suggested an alternative third line: 
 
 And the things of earth will be clearer seen...... 
 
The noted evangelist was pointing out that as well as drawing us away from the 
world, Jesus also invites us to look again at the world through his eyes. If we do that, 
we find the colours more vivid and the creation more wonderful. Life has a new 
sacredness, intricacy and wonder. This is beautifully expressed in “The Everlasting 
Mercy” by John Masefield, where a former rogue discovers Christ and rejoices in the 
delight of the world which he now sees afresh:  
 

“.....The station brook, to my new eyes, 
was babbling out of paradise, 
the waters rushing from the rain 
were singing Christ has risen again. 
I thought all earthly creatures knelt 
from rapture of the joy I felt.” 

 
August 6th marks the Transfiguration when Jesus displayed his glory as God’s only Son 
on the mountain top. He talked to Moses and Elijah who had both been dead for 
hundreds of years. In so doing, he showed a glory that inhabited both this world and 
the next. He bridged the gulf between the two worlds, as he would supremely do on 
the cross and on Easter morning.  
 
Ironically, August 6th – 1945 – was the day when an American plane dropped the 
atom bomb on Hiroshima at 8.15am. “Little Boy”, as the bomb was called, killed 
70,000 people there and then, with somewhere between 90,000 and 166,000 dying 
later. The blast and glare of the bomb stood in sharp contrast to the light and the 
glory seen on the holy mountain on that special day. 
 
Sometimes today the expression, “a thin place” is used, usually applied to places of 
pilgrimage, like Iona, Lindisfarne or Lourdes. It means that heaven seems close in 
those places, perhaps because of the faith and prayers of those who travel there.  
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But anywhere can be a thin” place – a place or even a memory which we find special. 
And, to the person of faith, all the world reflects that glory in the here and now. 
 

In fact, we read of the Transfiguration twice in the year: on August 6th and also on the 
Sunday before Lent. The collect for that Sunday invites us “to perceive his glory”. If 
we do this, we never doubt the world’s beauty, or its being a foretaste of the world to 
come. 
 
Ivor Loney’s funeral takes place on the day of Transfiguration. It is rather appropriate 
that a much loved Christian man, who in the hospice approached his coming death 
with faith and hope, should have his thanksgiving service on the day when Christ 
looked forward to his victory over death. “Changed from glory into glory” is the 
promise for Ivor and indeed for all who trust in Christ. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Rodney Nicholson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

DEC Appeal: At our online PCC meeting on 15th July All Saints Pocklington 
agreed to donate £1000 to the latest DEC appeal, to help some of the world’s 
most vulnerable communities face Covid-19. This money was from the PCC 
disaster fund. We will not be collecting cash for this appeal but if you would 
also like to contribute please go online to DEC for several different ways to 
donate. You can also donate by cheque made payable to ‘DEC Coronavirus 
Appeal’ to PO BOX 999 London EC3A 3AA, or by ringing 0370 6060 900 
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DEACON’S DISTINCTIVE DAY                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

       A joyful picture to head my Deacon’s Distinctive Day this month.  We have been able to 
come to church for prayer only twice a week for a short while but now discussions are 
being undertaken to begin Sunday worship in All Saints again.  It is far from an easy task for 
the Church Wardens to provide a safe environment and the PCC and Ministry Team have to 
decide on what services can be offered.  Much thought, prayer and head-scratching is 
required, particularly as people’s expectations will probably not be able to be met.  
Numbers will have to be limited to enable social distancing; there can be no social mingling 
before or after worship; Holy Communion in one kind only; no singing and some changes in 
the actual liturgies used.  However, we are in a world of change and we all have to work out 
a new normal in every aspect of life.  For many, a return to worship inside a church building 
is not yet possible for health, safety and other personal reasons and so we are immensely 
grateful for the very popular weekly podcast which is broadcasting the Word of God like the 
sower’s seed.  The link on Facebook has enabled people in other parts of the country to join 
in too. 
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 I read with interest an article from Reverend Rodney Nicholson which talked about certain 
phrases in common parlance which do not really reflect what they were intended to convey 
or maybe are totally meaningless.  It reminded me of a parent of one of my piano pupils, 
many years ago - the family lived in the next village to us and so my pupil used the same 
school bus as my daughters.  I suggested she came with them, saving time and one journey 
for her mother.  However, the response was……  ”Oh no! She likes to touch base first”.  
Mum did not stay for the lesson so would literally have a maximum of ten minutes at home 
before returning to collect the pianist. I am sure that “touching her house or something in 
it” was not the real reason at all. 
More recently, when I was at work as an Estate Agency manager, we all looked forward to 
the quieter time leading up to Christmas to recover from the manic Autumn housing 
market.  However, one of the Directors would always descend from the offices upstairs and 
try to encourage us to keep going by saying that we could then hit the ground running in 
the New Year.  I never saw any of them charging about and, in fact, I used to be told off for 
always running up and down the three flights of stairs to their offices! 
The most recent phrase which really does annoy me is thinking outside the box!!!  
I am aware it means being open to new ideas – great, no problem with that, but, it also 
suggests that all current thinking is outmoded, wrong and needs chucking away.  This could 
result in throwing the baby out with bath water or even out of the frying pan and into the 
fire.  
My father was a hoarder, believing that whatever it was may come in handy sometime, 
whereas my mother was always having a good clear-out.  Neither was a perfect philosophy 
to follow.  So, perhaps I could suggest that, before we “think outside the box” we “think 
inside the box” first.  We are getting some practice at doing this now, of course, by 
necessity.  I very much look forward to new ideas and a fresh, innovative way of doing 
things whilst retaining what is in the current “box” that remains possible, works and is 
productive. We learn from the past, the present is a gift from God and the future is 
unknown but ………… 

 
 

 “We have come into His house, and gathered in His name to worship Him” 

O God, as we celebrate your love for us today, may we also remember our role in your 
creation.  May we be faithful in our love to you and all that you have created, as you have 
been in your love for us.  Open our hearts to hear you in new ways and open our minds that 
we may discover your will for our living.  May God Bless each one of us and those we love, 
and pray for and care for in our homes, in our community and in our world.                                                       
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HOW CAN AN ASSISTANT CURATE, IN HER ROLE AS A DISTINCTIVE DEACON, MANAGE TO 

FUNCTION DURING LOCKDOWN AND BEYOND? 

This is a question I have had to ask myself during the past few months.  A Distinctive 

Deacon’s primary role is to be at the church door, forging a link between church and the 

community.  There hasn’t been any “inside church” since early March, but worship has still 

continued in the form of an emailed service, paper copies being delivered to those without 

the necessary technology, and now the podcast (gratefully organised by Les Slow) with the 

addition of midweek prayers emailed by Pam and Tony Burdon. However, there has not 

been any of the usual fellowship possible before or after church worship; no Tuesday or 

Saturday coffee mornings where conversations could take place between myself and 

visitors; no market stallholders with whom to chat; no Care Home visits with or without 

Holy Communion; for several weeks the over 70s were not allowed to take public worship, 

meaning no funerals, but fortunately this was revoked and this great part of diaconal 

ministry can continue.  Reading the Word and praying have not, of course, been affected.  

In fact, with more time to spare, it has become more special and productive. 

 

 

So, what have I been able to do?   

1. From the very beginning of lockdown, when only one hour outside the house was 

allowed for exercise, I decided to take my daily “yomp” via Wold Haven and William 

Wilberforce Care Homes and deliver a fortnightly letter to those whom I visited 

either following bereavement or to share Home Communion.  This has continued and 

I have developed the content from being just a friendly to chat to including a biblical 

message and prayer. 

2. To try and reach out to members of the congregation whom I could not see in 

person, I endeavoured to contact by phone or email at least one person per day.  This 

was not always easy as data protection rules meant that I had limited contact details.  

Once outdoor meetings could take place, I have been able to have coffee/wine in my 

garden or at other venues thanks to some good weather. 
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3. Particularly as more daily outings have been allowed, I have “yomped” around the 

town and new houses, wearing my collar of course, which has led to some interesting 

conversations at a distance, sometimes with a road between us.  Now the shops and 

market are accessible this part of my ministry has become more normalised. 

4. Funerals have been different of course, with only small numbers present, and no 

home visiting, but particularly the graveside services have been very beautiful and 

the families have found them far more comforting than they had ever imagined. 

5. I have not forgotten my work in the village of Burnby.  As their focal minister it has 

been a delight to keep in touch via their Whatsapp group.  Once I had discovered I 

could actually do it, I have been sending a video clip every Sunday with news, a few 

words on the Gospel reading for the day, a prayer and  a Blessing.   

 

So that is a snapshot of what I have been able to do and I know that many other 

members of our congregation have also been very inventive in ways of keeping in 

touch with others.  I look forward to the time when some kind of normality returns, 

but feel that a lot of the changes that have had to be made should become the new 

“normal”.  Fellowship has become so much more important and productive – not just 

a few minutes chat before or after worship in church. People tell me they now know 

who their neighbours are and have actually chatted to them across the fence/hedge.   

God does work in very mysterious ways but His wonders are being performed and His 

Kingdom is here amongst us even if there are a lot of weeds growing alongside the 

wheat! 

Deacon Bronnie 

                                                
Answer to prayer in Hull and elsewhere 
A few weeks ago, the Bishop of Hull, the Rt Revd Alison White, asked us to pray for the 
success of the Mustard Seed’s bid for further funding from the Church Commissioners. 
 Mustard Seed is a programme of bringing the love of God to the deprived regions of 
the diocese. Community hubs are set up where people can receive support and meet with 
Jesus. It had already received a generous grant but now needed more money to develop 
the work. The appeal succeeded and the Church Commissioners, believing in the value of 
Mustard Seed’s work, have awarded £1⅓ million, to cover staffing costs and other expenses 
for the next four years. 
 The new vicar of Hull Minster, the Revd Dominic Black, was licensed last month. His 
wife, Heather, is Programme Leader for the Mustard Seed project, which operates across 
York diocese. Dominic cycled all the way from Middlesbrough, where they live, for his 
licensing. 
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                                                           Revd Jake Belder             
 

 
 

 
                                                     From Maple Leaf to White Rose 
 
Church appointments always feel like a bit of a strange process. I have known about all of 
you for a long time now, following discussions with Bishop John, and your advertising of the 
post of priest-in-charge a couple of times in the last few years. But you have only known 
about me for a few weeks! So allow me to dispel some of the mystery surrounding myself, 
and tell you a bit about me and my family. 
 
If you don’t already know where I’m from, then you might be surprised when you hear me 
speak for the first time. I grew up near Toronto, Canada, where most of family still resides. 
My wife, Robin, comes from America. We met at university, and were married after 
finishing our degrees. We then moved to Orlando, Florida, where I did some further study, 
and after a few years there, moved to the UK in 2011. If you want Yorkshire accents, you’ll 
have to get them from our two sons – both were born in Hull. They are 9 and 7. 
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We spent three years in Hull initially. I worked for a large church, coordinating their 
community outreach work. During this time, I began to explore ordination, and in 2014 we 
moved to Durham where I trained at Cranmer Hall. Because I had studied theology in the 
past, I was able to do a doctorate in theology during this time, through St John’s College. I 
looked at the theology of work, and did some research on how churches could equip their 
parishioners to think about and practice their work as Christians. 
 
In 2017, we moved to Selby so I could begin my curacy at Selby Abbey. The Abbey has been 
a great place to train, and I have learned so much by being here, which I’m looking forward 
to bringing with me to the Pocklington Group.  
 
We are all looking forward to moving to Pocklington. You will know that there is still some 
uncertainty surrounding a starting date, because of the current situation, but we hope it 
won’t be too long from now. Our eldest son is going to attend Pocklington Community 
Junior School, where he’ll be in Year 5, and our youngest will continue on at Riverside 
Special School in Goole.  
 
Thank you to those of you who have already sent emails with words of welcome. I very 
much look forward to meeting all of you in the near future, even if it has to be in your 
garden, two metres apart! I am praying for you now already, and am excited to discover 
what God has in store for us as we work together to share the love of Jesus with our 
communities. 
Revd Jake Belder  
 
 
 
 

Almighty God and loving Heavenly Father, we thank you for calling Jake Belder 
to serve as Priest in charge of our group of parishes and ask you to bless and 
uphold him and his family as they prepare to move to Pocklington.  
 
Grant to him and to us a fresh vision of your purposes for your Church here in 
this place, so that being strengthened and renewed by your Holy Spirit, we 
may move forward together in mission and in ministry.  
 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Servant King.  
 
Amen. 
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Message from your Church Wardens, Hilary and Nigel 
 

Sunday Worship – All Saints Church Pocklington 
We are pleased to inform you that we are starting Sunday Worship at All Saints, Pocklington on 
Sunday 26th July at 10.45am. 
 
To ensure the building is safe for those attending, numbers will be limited to 30 at each Sunday 
Service. It is essential if you wish to attend to pre-book your place/s by leaving a message on 
the Church phone 01759 306045 OR by email office@allsaintspock.plus.com . Only the first 30 
will be able to attend, then names will go on a waiting list.  Names on the waiting list will be 
given priority for the next service. Please let us know if you are unable to attend so that others 
can be offered your place. 
 
IMPORTANT: When booking please leave your name, contact details and how many will be 
attending from your household.  This will enable us to ensure seats are available within the 
Social distancing guidelines. We are required to keep your details should there be an outbreak 
of the virus. Information is only kept for 21 days following any service and is not made Public.  
 
The wearing of face masks is not currently essential, but you may prefer to wear one.  We have 
been offered some face visors free of charge, you will be offered one on entering the building, 
please take it home with you and bring it next time you attend a service. 
 
On entering the building please use the hand sanitiser provided and follow the instructions that 
the stewards will give you.  Service books will be on the chairs, please leave it on your chair 
when you leave.  You will be asked to sit quietly until the service begins, please do not chat to 
each other inside the building. All services will be ‘said’, there will be no hymns or sung 
responses.  
 
Communion will be bread only, and the clear guidance given to receive communion in the 
service must be followed to ensure we follow the latest guidelines on social distancing.  
 
We expect the service to last about 30 mins, there will be no refreshments after the service.  No 
collection will be taken during the service, but there will be a basket available at the back of 
church. 
 
For those unable to attend Church Services, we will continue to produce the Sunday Service 
podcast, circulate details by email with a link to the recording on the Pocklington Group website 
and deliver a paper copy of the weekly notice to those that receive it currently. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@allsaintspock.plus.com
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Details of Services  
Sunday 26th July   10.45am Holy Communion 
Sunday 2nd August  10.45am Morning Service (No Holy Communion)  
Sunday 9th August   10.45am Holy Communion 
Sunday 16th August 10.45am Morning Service (No Holy Communion) 
Sunday 23rd August 10.45am Holy Communion 
Sunday 30th August 10.45am Holy Communion 
 
 
Church opening for Private Prayer 
As Sunday Services will recommence on 26th July, the opening time for Private Prayers will 
reduce to just one day a week, we will continue to be open on Tuesdays from 11am to 1pm, we 
will not be open for private prayer on Saturdays after 18th July.  This will allow us to safely 
accommodate funeral services. 
 
Please note that due to alterations in guidance from the Government or the Church of 
England we may have to change plans at short notice, we will do our best to keep you 
informed. 
 
Nigel and Hilary 
                                                                       

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The deadline for the August edition is Friday 28th August 2020 and copy should 
be emailed to davidcbrown5@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          Message from Carole 
                                                        
            If you have any spare wool, please can you drop it off 
at the church to knit gloves and hats for the shoe box appeal!       
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All Saints feature of the month – How eagle landed         

All Saints’ eagle lectern (see front cover) is similar in design and size to many brass lecterns 

in churches across the country. However, it has special significance for Pocklington in 

several ways, secular and spiritual. 

Eagle lecterns were common before the reformation across Europe. The ban on idolatry 

and images saw many destroyed under the Tudor edicts, more were defaced or got rid of 

during the Civil War and Commonwealth, before being rediscovered and revalued during 

the Victorian era. In the early 19th century old discarded lecterns were discovered in a 

churchyard, river, marsh and a bishop’s garden and restored to use. At the same time the 

industrial revolution saw an expansion of brass foundries, particularly in Birmingham, and 

the great church architect, Pugin, inspired a revival of Gothic interiors and features. This 

saw new brass eagles landed in churches throughout Britain as standard from 1840 

onwards. 

Pocklington’s eagle lectern was given to All Saints in 1897 by the masters and pupils of 

Pocklington School in memory of Alexander Wade Gill, a former pupil of the school and the 

son of a High Court Judge from the Isle of Man, where the school’s headmaster, CF Hutton, 

had been a Manx vicar before becoming a schoolmaster. Alexander had left Pocklington 

just four months earlier after winning a Dolman scholarship to St Johns College, but was 

already sickly when he arrived at Cambridge and died a few weeks later. 

The wider significance of the Pocklington eagle comes from its connection to church, 

college and school. The eagle appears numerous times in the bible, was identified with the 

gospels as early as the second century, and became synonymous with St John the 

Evangelist, symbolising how the word of God can be carried to all corners of the earth. 

So the eagle as an ecclesiastical symbol goes back to the earliest days of Christianity. But it 

is also the badge of St Johns College, and tops the arms of Lady Margaret Beaufort, Henry 

VIII’s grandmother, who founded the college in 1511. Pocklington School’s founder, Dr John 

Dolman, was an executor for Margaret Beaufort, and the eagle also became a ‘second’ 

badge of Pocklington School – the school’s main crest is the Dolman wheatsheafs, but 

several aspects of the school are represented by an eagle and crown. Amongst others an 

eagle is the badge of the colours awarded for sporting excellence, and appears on prefects’ 

ties and items of Old Pocklingtonians Club merchandise. In addition a heraldic eagle is 

integral to the arms of the East Riding of Yorkshire, Pocklington Town Council and the 

Wilberforce family. 

So when someone reads from All Saint’s eagle lectern it has rather more associations than 

the average. 

Phil Gilbank  
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                                                      A “Christian “ is a “rich saint “ 

It was probably my father who introduced me to cryptic crosswords .As a consequence I  

have become fascinated with anagrams –not the simple rearrangement of letters :like 

“bread”, “beard”, “bared”, “debar “or “bader “ – but ones with amusing or relevant 

alternatives .Although I used to be a “shrinking violet” that all changed when I had an 

“overnight in silk “.A number of years ago I was amused to find that England’s 1966 success 

in the “World Cup Team” may have been the result of “talcum powder “. 

Having been at boarding school I could appreciate the connection between “dormitory “ 

and “dirty room “ not to mention “the classroom “ and “schoolmaster “. 

Some of you may have followed the recent “paralympic games “for which it was essential 

to have “a special gym ramp”. Even on holiday you are not free from coincidence as a “bus 

trip gets near “to “St Petersburg “. But beware of overseas transactions as “investment in 

Rio” might be looked upon as “interventionism “.And if travelling, “no dieting is “ bound to 

lead to “indigestion “ especially if “lioness eats Ian “as this could be to “sensationalise”. 

Also  should you get anywhere near “Sunset Boulevard “ be prepared for “absurd love 

tunes”. 

But where does the church fit into all this? Well for a start if you wanted to claim “I hire a 

parson “you would presumably be a “parishioner “.As for “Christianity “you must surely 

know that “charity’s in it “ .And as “God loves not a sin “ the choir will help him with 

“devotional songs  “.If it contains a “harmonic “ it is probably due to a “choirman “. 

And don’t think that the Anglicans are the tops. A “Christian “ is a “rich saint “ but a 

“Presbyterian “is definitely the “best in prayer “.If you contemplate the “ten 

commandments “remember they “can’t mend most men”, so perhaps if it is necessary “thy 

errors plead “ try “The Lord’s Prayer “.If a little boy transgresses “he’s right to confess 

“because his baptism was sealed with “the Sign of the Cross” 

If you have been able to follow my drift perhaps we “got there “ “together “.So if you are 

“now idle” why not “lie down”. 

Reproduced with the Kind Permission from The Friends of York Minster and the author. 
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Gentlemen of the Road   by Kathleen Nicholson 
According to sources found on the internet, the above title is English and New Zealand 
slang for tramps or vagrants. Whether that is strictly correct I wouldn’t know, but I am sure 
that every vicarage has had them calling from time to time. 
            When I first went to live at Ewood Vicarage in Blackburn I was rather alarmed at 
some of the visitors there, especially sometimes when I was alone in that big house. A 
neighbouring vicar who lived alone told me that as he opened the door he always called out 
loudly, ‘Be with you in a minute John!’ giving the impression that he was not alone. I felt it 
was good advice. 
            The location of Ewood Vicarage on the A666 Blackburn to Darwen Road meant that 
we got our fair share of these callers as many of them were on their way to the Darwen 
hostel for homeless people, and we were a good place for them to stop for a drink and a 
bite to eat. The house had a convenient porch where we kept a chair on which they could 
sit whilst I made a makeshift meal for them, usually a sandwich, cake and a cup of tea. 
            We had a few regular visitors. There was one old gentleman in particular who I think 
of warmly all these years later. He had the unkempt appearance of a tramp, and yet he was 
different. The trilby hat he wore, and a copy of ‘The Observer’ tucked under his arm made 
you think that here was a man that had been well educated, though perhaps 
some tragedy had led to him becoming homeless. He was an interesting person to talk to, 
although he would never share anything specific about himself. 
            One particular afternoon I had taken special care to make an attractive tray of food 
for him in an effort to show him that somebody cared. I sat with him for a while, and tried 
to encourage him to open up about his life. Charming as always, he thanked me for the 
meal I had given him, but I never saw him again. I have wondered about him many times. 
Did I frighten him off that day? Did he become ill? Had he in fact died? I never found the 
answers, but he is one gentleman I will never forget. 
 
Loved into life by Rodney Nicholson 
I am saddened by the seemingly unloving way in which some mothers speak to their 
children. Of course, we all have stressful days, and at such times a mother’s patience can be 
worn thin by constant questions or   demands. That said, it’s the dullness or distracted 
expression on some mothers’ faces that makes me wonder if their home life is full of love 
and joy. The child is spoken to as if they were frankly a bit of a nuisance. The mobile phone 
can seem more interesting than the child. All this can apply to fathers, but the young child is 
more often with the mother. Kathleen and I were older parents, but I can truthfully say that 
we never spoke to our children in the unkind way in which I hear some little ones 
addressed. 

 I recently overheard a woman using bad language towards her toddler outside a 
supermarket. If that child grows up with swearing as the norm, combined with a lack of 
respect for life as a whole, it’s not surprising if he or she in later life gets into trouble with 
the law. By contrast, you see other families enjoying fun on the playground or a walk in the 
country and you are happy for them. Those children are loved and well nourished.  
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 I heard once the story of a tiny child in a hospital ward. Someone (perhaps a 
chaplain) regularly visiting another child asked the nurse what was wrong with that child in 
the corner. “We don’t know,” she replied. “There’s nothing physically wrong with him; but 
no one ever visits him, and we think he will die - from lack of love.” I used to be friendly 
with a vicar who eventually returned to Blackpool to retire, but soon afterwards died.  I 
never knew whether an illness killed him, or loneliness – loneliness which came from 
missing his parish and the company that sustained him. 
 There’s a wonderful Edwardian children’s book entitled, “The   Velveteen Rabbit”. A 
passage from it, sometimes read at weddings, talks about becoming real. In the end, the 
much-loved but sometimes neglected rabbit in the boy’s nursery is thrown out, only to be 
touched by the nursery fairy and changed into a real rabbit, running around joyfully with 
the other rabbits. He is loved into life. That’s what God does. He loves us into life.   We in 
turn do a little of that when we have time for someone and make them feel important. We 
may well put colour in their cheeks and a smile on their face. They look more alive.  

The rabbit, by the way, retained a few marks of the velveteen creature he used to be. 
 

 
 
Children’s Society campaigns for families in crisis 
 
The Children’s Society, in collaboration with the Trussell Trust (who run many of the 
foodbanks) is campaigning for government help to local authorities to support families in 
crisis. Covid-19 could cause a crisis, with the main wage earner losing their job, or extra 
child costs being incurred. A sudden bill, which most of us can manage, can force a 
struggling family to choose between food on the table or paying the electricity bill. Illness or 
problems with universal credit can cause a crisis. 
 The Prime Minister has announced £63 million for families in    crisis for the period of 
July to September, which The Children’s Society has welcomed. They and Trussell Trust are 
asking for £250 million to extend the scheme until the middle of next year. The money 
would go to local authorities’ welfare assistance schemes which should be ring fenced, so 
that it can only be used for families in crisis. The figure is small in comparison with some 
other expenses. Trident, for example, is costing £41 billion and HS2 £88 billion (352 times as 
much as being asked for the   crisis scheme). £137 billion was paid out in the bankers’ 
bailout of 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

 
 
 

                                                                PARISH REGISTER  
 
 

We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 

 

 

  
We have united in Marriage through the love of God: 

 
 
 
 
 

                We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 
 

 

30th June Susan Carol Clayton    Octon 
 

10th July Charles Alan (Alan) Wilkinson  Nunburnholme  
 

15th July Peter Darley     Octon 
 

23rd July Ronald Benson     Pocklington 
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                                           PASTORAL SERVICES 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services 
                      Please ring the following number or email as below  
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com  
  

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2020 
 Baptisms  
 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £14.00  
 

 Weddings  
 Publication of Banns.  £31.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £14.00 
 Marriage Service.  £463.00  
 Verger  £40.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £120.00 
 Heating   £75.00  
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 
photographs after the service. 
 

 Funerals  
 Funeral service in Church  £199 00 
 Cremation pre or post service in Church  £28.00 
 Funeral service at Crematorium or cemetery £199.00  
 
 Please note that additional fees may apply and the office will advise  

 
 Verger  £35.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £75.00  
 Ministers Expenses                                                                                      £40 .00 
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                                          A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                              Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                            Please ring the following number or email as below  
 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 

                                       
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 
 
 

Electoral Roll Officer Doreen Pea 305552 
Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 
Little Saints Leader                  Barbara Myerscough 303331  
Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 
Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 
Mothers Union Secretary Dot Townley  318182  
Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  
Parish Administrators              Sue Currier and Carole Laws       306045 
Pastoral Coordinator       Revd Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 
PCC Secretary Carol Taylor  301003  
Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 
Treasurer David Brown  305521  
Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  
 
          For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office  
                 For more information about the Church, please visit our websites 
 

                                     www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 
                                     www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 
                                     www. pockflyingman.org.uk 
                                      
            

 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/
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